POPULAR TALES

of the heart of Saheb ? You saved my life ; I am come to
save yours. But eat, master," continued he; " eat whilst I
speak, for we have no time to lose. To-morrow's sun must
see us far from hence. You cannot support the fatigues you
have to undergo without taking food."

11 yielded to his entreaties, and, whilst I ate, Saheb
informed me that my imprisonment was owing to the treacherous
Hindoo merchant, Omychund; who, in hopes, I suppose, of
possessing himself in quiet of all the wealth which I had
entrusted to his care, went to the sultan, and accused me of
having secreted certain diamonds of great value, which he
pretended I had shown to him in confidence. Tippoo, enraged
at this, despatched immediate orders to four of his soldiers to
go in search of me, seize, imprison, and torture me, till I should
confess where these diamonds were concealed. Saheb was in
the sultan's apartment when this order was given, and immedi-
ately hastened to Prince Abdul Calie, whom he knew to be my
friend, and informed him of what had happened. The prince
sent for Omychund, and, after carefully questioning him, was
convinced, by his contradictory answers, and by his confusion,
that the charge against me was wholly unfounded : he dismissed
Omychund, however, without letting him know his opinion, and
then sent Saheb for the four soldiers who were setting out in
search of me. In their presence he gave Saheb orders aloud
to take charge of me the moment I should be found, and
secretly commissioned him to favour my escape. The soldiers
thought that in obeying the prince they obeyed the sultan;
and, consequently, when I was taken and lodged in my
dungeon, the keys of it were delivered to Saheb.

c When he had finished telling me all this, he restored to
me my ring, which he said he snatched from my finger, as
soon as I was seized, that I might not be robbed of it by the
governor, or some of the soldiers.

* The grateful Saheb now struck off my chains; and my
own anxiety for my escape was scarcely equal to his. He had
swift 'horses belonging to the soldiers in readiness; and we
pursued our course all night without interruption, lie was
well acquainted with the country, having accompanied the
sultan on several expeditions. When we thought ourselves
beyond the reach of all pursuers, Saheb permitted me to rest;
but I never rested at my ease till I was out of Tippoo Sultan's